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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


The Editor has just received from Eu- 
rope, a number of publications for the 
month of April, but our limits will not al- 
low of but few extracts, until the com- 
mencement of the next volume. 


MISSION TO IRKOUTSK. 


By a letter from the Rev. Mr. Stal- 
lvbrass, dated Moscow, Jan. 17th, 
1818, (N. S.) to the Treasurer, we 
learn that Mr. S. and Mr. Rahmn, 
with their wives left St. Petersburgh 
on the 3d of Jan. last, and arrived at 
Moscow, the ancient metropolis of 
Russia, a distance of 727 versts, on 
the 15th. They expected to have 
performed the journey in less time 
but were impeded by the indisposition 
of the females. 

They rested at a post-station on the 
Sabbath. Christmas-day was delight- 
fully fine; and the Russians, in every 
village throwghout which they passed, 
were gay in celebrating of the day. 
The sun, however, soon after disap- 
peared, and the weather became so 
unfavourable, that they could not tra- 
vel with thet kabitky open. 

On the evening of Saturday, Jan. 
17, they were honoured by an inter- 
view with His lmperial Majesty, who 
received them most graciously, with- 
out ceremony, conversed with them 
freely on the object of their journey, 
which he highly approved; assured 
them that he had given the most pos- 
itive orders that every possible facility 
should be afforded them on their jour- 
ney. He expressed his pleasure, that 
God had raised up instruments for 
such a work,—spoke of the promises 
made in the word of God, respecting 
ie circulation of divine truth, and of 
the pleasure which he felt, and which 
every believer in them must feel, at 
this singular period, in seeing so ma- 
ny of them fulfilled. He expressed 
his firm conviction that they will alt 


be fulfilled, because made by a faith- 
ful and powerful God, and cone! aded 
by assuring us, that his | 
ascend to God on . 

important work whi 

taken, might be accomplished. 

His Majesty mentioned with great 
Satisfaetion a peculiar coincidence of 
favourable circumstances. Two per- 
sons of learning had lately arrived at 
St. Petersburgh from Irkoutsk, whose 
object was to leacn the Russe lan- 
guage, and become acquainted with 
the Bible. They have already trans- 
eribed the Gospel of Matthew from 
the Kalmuck into the Mongolian dia- 
lect, which when types are prepared 
will be printed. Thus, said the Em- 
peror, while the Boriats were think- 
ing of sending to Europe, you (in 
England) were thinking of sending to 
them. 

Messrs. Stallybrass and Rahmn 
having taken leave of Prince Galitzin, 
aud his Excellency Mr. Papoff, pur- 
sued their journey from Moscow to- 
wards Irkoutsk, on Monday, Jan. 
the 19th. 


—_— 


OTAHEITE. 
Strict observation of the Lord's day. 


The natives of Otaheite, have paid their 
debt of gratitude to the Christian worl, 
by teaching them how to keep the Sabbath. 


Mr. Rewland Hassal, of Paramatta 
New South Wales, expressing, in a 
letter to the Rev. Mr. B. in London 
his delight in the success of the Mis 
sionaries, aud his conviction that the 
work is of God, mentions, as one proof 
of it, the remarkable attention whicl: 
the inbabitants of Otaheite, as a body, 
pay to the Christian Sabbath. 

‘When my friend, Mr. Crook, with 
his family, arrived on the coast of 
Otaheite, in the brig Active, they were 
much surprised that not a single na- 
tive could be scen al! along the shore 
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as the vessel sailed; nor could they 
perceive any smoke arising from their 
dwellings. ‘Tins excited in the mind 
of Mr. Crook and others, a painful 
suspicion thatthe island had been sub 

dued, and all the inhabitants cut off 
in the wars. 

‘In the midst of this agitation of 
mind, one of the sailors, an Otaheiian, 
who left Port Jackson in the Active, 
observed that the natives were keeping 
the Sabbath day—that of late they did 
no kind of work—nor cooked any vict- 
uals—nor went out of their houses, 
except to worship God—and that the 
whole of the day was employed either 
in religious worship, or in teaching 
one another to read. 

‘At length, the vessel came to an- 
chor in Matavai Bay; but not a na- 
tive made his appeazance until Mon- 
day morning; when great numbers 
repaired to the Brig, bringing with 
them their usual testimonies of hos- 
pitality, of food and fruit of all kinds, 
with other presents of cloth, &e. &c. 
being highly pleased and thankful to 
God, that he had sent another teacher 
among them ; and thus fully satisfying 
all on board ‘that they had been’ ob. 
serving the Sabbath, as befere ex- 
pressed. 

‘Thus you see, that it is not a few 
individuals who are turned to the 
Lord, but, comparatively speaking the 
whole nation. When you reflect on 
this anecdote, and compare the con- 
duct of these Otaheitans with that of 
numhbe:s even in the churches and 
congregations in and about London, 
you wiil be ready to say, that the poor 
heathen are taken into fellowship with 
Christ, whilst the children of the king- 
dom are cast out.’ 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Tt 1s in the contemplation of this Su- 
ciety that its representatives, now in 
Malta, shall travel into Egypt, Pales: 
tine, Syria, the Lesser Asia, and 
Greece, to obtain information as to 
the moral and religious state of those 
countries, of whieh little comparaitve- 


ly is at present known, with a view to 


the extension of Gospel truth among 
them. Millions of men called Ciiris- 
tians are in those countries sunk into 
tie grossest ignorance & Superstition, 
and groaning under the iron yoke of 
their Mahomedan masters. Who car 
tell what encouraging prospects may 
be presented for the propagation of 
the unadulterated truth of the word ! 

The Emperor of Russia has invited 
Sanscrit and Persian scholars to Pe- 
tersburgh, for the purpose of cultiva- 
ting those languages: his Majesty ap- 
pears to be directing a large portion 
of his attention towards the East. M. 
Demage and M. Charmoy of Paris, 
oriental scholars, are engaged. 

By the brig Kangaroo, two young 
New Zealanders have a: ‘rived ; their 
names are Toot and [eeleree, sons of 
chiefs. They have been «ender the 
care of the Rev. Mr. Marsden for 
some time, and are seni to England 
to learn those useful arts which may, 
on their return, be useful to their 
countrymen. 


Seminary at Paramatia. 


The Rev. Mr. Marsden and his 
friends have commenced a seminary 
for the instruction of young natives 
of New Zealand, similar to that estab- 
lished in America for other natives 
of the South Sea Islands. He has 
eleven now under his care, chiefs, or 
sous of chiefs, who appear to be very 
promising. 


—————— 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


‘ NEW YORK MISSIONARY sociETy, 21st 


ANNUAL RFPORT, 


We make the following in’ eresting ex 
tracts, from the 2fst Annual Report of the 
New York Missionary Society. 


The prospects of our mission a- 
mong the Tuscareras were never se 
flattering as at present. Immediate- 


iy afier the last annual meeiing of the 
Socie'y, Mr. Crane was licensed 2ad 
ordained by the presbytery of New- 
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: York, of the Associate Reformed 
» 9 Church, and being furnished with 
? credentials and instructions from the 
; Board, was forwarded without delay to 
. > the place of his labours. He arrived 
ry |) amoung the Tuscaroras on the 3ist of 
f 4 May last, and was received with a 
| | mest cordial welcome. An instance 
| thereof, the Missiouary thus relates in 
 & one of his letters to the Board. “ As 
- |) was for the first time entering Tus: 
- & carora village, in search of ‘the resi- 
" &§ dence of Cusick, my interpreter, I 
Ff proceeded till I came to a large com- 
: ’ pany of Indians, who were sitting on 
) 2 the grass, refreshing themselves dur- 
ing the heat of the day. I rode up to 
them, aud inquired if any of them 
, could speak the English language.— 
> A young man answered in the affirm- 
i % ative. After reeeiving satisfactory 
% information respecting Cusick, I took 
[# notice of the healthy, lively children, 
a whe were playing around their par- 


ents, and asked if they understood 

English. He said they did not. Hav 

ing one particular object of my mis 
sion in view, I then inquired whether 

he wished them to learn it, and would 
send them to school, if they had a 

: teacher. He answered that he would 
do it very gladly. d then made a few 
‘aquiries on the subject of their hav- 
ing a Missionary ainong them. He 
informed me that they were destitute 
of a father at present, and had been 
so for some time. He observed, that 
ihe good Society in New-York had 

done many good things for them, and 

+ had long promised to send them a 

’ >) young father, to teach them about Je- 
- sus Christ; but that they were afraid 
> ‘that the good Society was discouraged 
with their wickedness, and would not 
do any thing for them. He added, 
that they had prayed lately very much 
for the great Spirit to inéiine the good 
Society to send them a minister. I then 
~ made myself known tohim. He turn- 
~ ed, and said a few words to them in 
> his native language, and the whole 
> groupe arose with every expression of 
+> joy. The grayheaded and the little 
>» child, seized my hads, and endeavour- 
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ed to manifest by their actions those 
grateful emotions which they could 
not express with their lips. * Having 
never witnessed such scenes in Chris- 
tian Churches, 1 found it too affect- 
ing, and turned away from them, to 
give vent to the tears of gratitude and 
joy, and to express the petition which 
the circumstances exci'ed. 

“On Wednesday, the 4th of June, 
i met with the Council of the Tribe, 
and presen:ed my letter of introduc- 
lion, which was interpreted by Cu- 
sick. ‘Lhe Chief then arose, and ad- 
dressed the people. Afterward he 
addressed himself to me, in a long 
speech; to which I made a general 
answer, expressing the good wishes of 
the Saciety; and in general terms, 
the ubject of my mission. The result 
wus, a very cordial acceptance of me 
as lweir missionary, a dignified and 
feeling expression of their thanks to 
the Seciety and to myself, and a 
promise on their part to do every 
thing im their power to encourage 
me.”’ 

Jn a communication recently made 
to the Board, the Missionary observes, 
“+ ‘Phe attention to religion excited a- 
mong many of the Pribe, who have 
hitherto been strangers to ‘the power 
ef Gou’s salvation,’ has been a source 
of great salistaction to the Christians. 
hose who are capable of instructing 
others, encouraged the young people 
to come to thetr huts, and spend their 
evenings iu profitable conversation. [ 
requesieu tie inembers of the church 
to assemble togeiier on the afternoon 
of every Saturday, for the purpose of 
encouraging each oiler, and examin- 
ing and instructing those who might 
wish forit. ZLtus was followed by ap- 
plications for adinission to the church. 
‘The applicants were advised to wait 
some weeks, and the intervening time 
was empioved in preaching on those 
subjects which related to their exaim- 
ination and preparation fer partici- 
pating the ordinances of Christ. ‘The 
elders also. were instructed rela- 
live to their duty, as officers in the 
church. After these arrangements 
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were made, five women and two men 


came before us to confess their faith 
in Christ. They all passed through 
a rigid examination, and six of them 
were received. It was thought ad 
viseable to defer the reception of one 
On account of her youth. Her exer- 
cises of mind were satisfactory. It 
appeared that she had for some time 
persisted in the practice of all the 
Christian duties with which she was 
acquainted, although she met with op- 
posiiion and violent treatment from 
ene of her parents. Three of those 
received were baptized, and four of 
them were married. 

“From the examination and con- 
fession of these Indians, we cannot 
but hope that they will adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour. They all 
evinced a determination to adhere tu 
the cause they had espoused, and to 
suffer patiently all the evils which, as 
Christians, they have reason to ex- 
pect. 

‘The administration of the Lord’s 
supper was interesting and solemn. 
The house was crowded, and the 
countenances of all present appeared 
to express an inward sense of the vast 
importance of the scene before them. 
My interpreter, (who is net a pious 
man,) the son of Cusick, my stated in- 
terpreter, who was absent, was so 
much afiected, as to be under the ne- 
cessity of leaning on the desk for sup- 
port while speaking. While I was 
dispensing the elements, he sat down 
and burst into tears. His brother 
wept also. In the evening he came 
to see me. I told him I was much 
pleased with his conduct through the 
day, for he spoke with more confi- 
dence and energy than he had ever 
done before. He answered, Yes, but 
it breaks my heart.’ I asked what 
broke his heart ? He said, ‘ The great 
mercy of the Son of God.’ I was al- 
so informed, that numbers had felt a 
degree of tenderness on this occasion ; 
and 1 bave some reason to cherish 
the hope, that impressions were made 
on some which will be lasting and 


saving.” 


The Board have expended the last 
year $3349,63. They have appropri. 
ated $600 tor building a house for the 
accommodation of the Missionary and 
Teacher, and commeaced the pur- 
chase of a library for their use. 





EDITOR TO HIS PATRONS. 

The close of the present volume furnish- 
es another opportunity to the Editor, of re- 
newing his grateful acknowledgments to 
the Religious Public for their continued 
Patronage. The extensive circulation of 
the Religious Intelligencer, renders any 
explanation of its design unnecessary at 
this period, and it would be indecorous in 
the Editor to speak of iis merits. He 1s, 
however, more and more convinced that 
the plan which he has endeavoured to pur- 
sue, of presenting to his readers well au- 
thenticated facts, has done more to animate 
the prayers, and strengthen the faith ot 
Christians, and has better illustrated the 
power and the progress of religion, than the 
strongest arguments he could use; and as 
he never designed to entertain his readers, 
or fill up his columns, with the produc- 
tions of his own pen, be can attribute the 
good produced by the circulation of his 
Paper, of which he has many assuran- 
ces, to the triumphs of the cause he bas en- 
deavoured to promote, and not to the incon- 
siderable advocate. Yet, a consciousness 
that his feeble effurts have calied forth the 
approbation of good men, and have, in any 
degree, been instrumental in promoting the 
cause of his Lord and Master; affords a 
consolation, that sweetens all his labours ; 
anid he is encouraged to go forward to an- 
other year with new endeavours. 

Che Editor after many disappointments, 
has at length, established a valuable Cor- 
respondence in Europe, through which he 
expects to receive regularly, several peri- 
odical publications; and as Intelligence 
from the four corners of the earth, usually 
concentrates at London, be expecis from 
this and other sources, to be able to pre- 
sent to his readers al] that is most inter- 
esting, and to enablethem ‘through the 
luop-holes of retreat, to peep at such a 
world—and be still at home.” 


*.* The Editor would again mention, ~ 


that subscribers for the 2d volume will be 
eonsidered as engaged for the 5d, unless 
they have given timely notice to the con- 
trary. He cannot consent to discontinue 
them after losing several numbers, and 
thereby breaking the volume. 


END OF VOLUME It. 
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